Check the Festival Message Board at the Gate for location of all Workshops.

FRIDAY

During lunch break

1.  Jamming Excellence
With Julio Boysenberry

Learn the proper courtesies, guidelines, and techniques to jam with others!  Be sure to bring your instrument.

2, 3, 4.  Understanding Bluegrass Basics
Brought to you by Kitchen Help…

Attend this trio of workshops focusing on the basics of making your own bluegrass music.  Jennifer Kitchen will lead bluegrass vocals, Avram Frankel will head up dobro, and Matt Kendall will handle mandolin (Matt may also have a few things to say about guitar).

During dinner break

1  High-Lonesome Songwriting
Starring the Brombies

Have you ever wanted to create your own bluegrass classic?  Learn how it’s done from some of the finest writers in the business.
2.  Fiddle techniques – from Beginners to Advanced
Featuring Paul Lee
Accomplished road musician Paul Lee will share his experience and teach some favorite licks.  Join Paul and some special, surprise guests.
Immediately Following the End of Stage Acts (Approximately 10:00 p.m.)

1.  Slow Jam
With Rick Cornish and Mark Hogan (from California Bluegrass Association)

Come enjoy playing bluegrass with others at a beginner-friendly pace, and show off what you learned in Jamming Excellence… 

SATURDAY
During Lunch Break

1.  Playing by Ear for Newbies and Tab Addicts
…Courtesy of Luke and Leslie Abbott

Learn how to cast aside those addictive visual crutches and feel the melody you are playing.  (You’ll have your chance to show off at Slow Jam later tonight.)

2.  High-Lonesome Style Harmony
Headed up by the Rarely Herd

What are the secret ingredients that transform lead, tenor, and baritone voices into a joyous bluegrass sound?  Join the Herd for a lesson in how to make ‘em listen and weep. 
3. Build a Mandolin from a Kit
With Roger Siminoff (Siminoff Banjo and Mandolin)

Enjoy a reprise of this popular workshop, as Roger shows you all the individual components in their rough state…and then explains how they’re transformed into a completed, playable musical instrument.
4.  Dobro for the Serious Picker
Presented by Bluegrass music legend Leroy McNees
Join Leroy (and his mystery musician guests) as he tells tales of the days when he played on the Andy Griffith TV show, followed by bonus demonstrations of his many styles and special licks.  
During Dinner Break

1.  Oldtime Stylin’
Hosted by Elise Engleberg and Matt Knoth of Black Crown Stringband

If you believe in a musical world that blurs the barriers between bluegrass and oldtime music, join this stylish fiddle-banjo duo to hear how it’s done.

2.  Bass A-Rhythm-ia
A la Brent Harding of Whiskey Chimp

He’s got the beat, and he’s going to demo different ways to use it.  Learn how to support jammers and band members using a variety of rhythmic styles.

3.  Herd Yer Banjer, Herd Yer Geetar
Headed up by Jim Stack and Todd Sams of Rarely Herd; special banjo guest star Larry Cohea of  the Good Old Pals.

Guitar and banjo wannabes:  Just how do you rein in that instrument so it plays right in your hands?  Let Jim and Todd and Larry show you how to make those 5- and 6-stringed critters behave.  

4.  Masters of Monroe-Style Mandolin
According to Craig Wilson, Matt Dudman and Butch Waller of the Good Old Pals

Spend an hour learning tips and hot licks from three guys who style their mandolin pickin’ after the inventor of bluegrass music.  

Immediately Following the End of Stage Acts (Approximately 10:00 p.m.)
1.  Slow Jam
With Rick Cornish and Mark Hogan (from California Bluegrass Association)

Come enjoy our second Slow Jam playing bluegrass with others at a beginner-friendly pace, and show off what you learned in Jamming Excellence… 

SUNDAY
During Lunch Break

1.  Bluegrassin’ it Up

Featuring Belle Monroe and Her Brewglass Boys

In this interactive session Belle and the Boys will take your song ideas and - in real time - rearrange, pump up, and polish them into stage-worthy and exciting numbers right before your eyes and ears.

2. Moments with a Master
Mc’d by Don Rigsby

Spend some special time with legendary bluegrass artist Don Rigsby.  This remarkable musician has played with many award- winning bands.  His soulful singing and tasteful playing will inspire you to reach for your own musical greatness.
